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Moses oversaw the
building of the Tabernacle

Exodus 40:1 Tabernacle =
“tent of meeting.”

Exodus 40:34 – cloud
indicates the presence of
God. (Exodus 19:16; 1 Kings 8:10-11)

Exodus 40:34-35 God
dwells among the people

Leviticus

Leviticus:

•Written by Moses

•Third of the Five Books

•Contains Priestly Laws

Priestly Laws

Offerings are “gifts” to God.

Applies to all forms of offerings

God needs nothing we have, so why?

To develop the habit of giving to God

and setting correct priorities

Matthew 6:33

AtonementAt - Onement

Sacrifice was not to manipulate God

Sacrifice was not to enrich God

Sacrifice was to cover sin and seek

restoration to the presence of God
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Sacrifice & Blood

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I
have given it to you on the altar to make

atonement for your souls; it is the blood, by
reason of the life, that makes atonement.”

(Leviticus 17:11)

Sacrifice & Blood

• Life cannot exist without blood

• To empty blood on the altar requires
death.

• The death of that animal is a
“substitutionary” death.

Sacrifice & Blood

• The sinner is worthy of death (Genesis 2:17;

Romans 6:23).

• Something dies for a man’s sin so that he
does not have to.

• These sacrifices prepare us for the
greatest sacrifice: Jesus Christ (Romans 5:8)

Priestly Laws

These were not the first such offerings

Five Types of Offerings

Burnt Offerings

Grain Offerings

Peace Offerings

Sin Offerings

Guilt Offerings

Burnt Offerings

Leviticus 1

One of three types of animals

Cows - Bulls

Sheep or Goats

Birds

“from the herd or from the flock,” i.e. not
wild but tame

Burnt Offerings

Leviticus 1:3, 10 “without defect”

Leviticus 1:4 “shall lay his hand…to make
atonement…”

Leviticus 1:14 “turtledoves…young pigeons”
(Leviticus 5:7; 14:31)

Burnt Offerings

These offerings brought one closer to God
by consecrating or dedicating himself

Likely for a general cleansing from sin, but
also as part of specific offerings described
later.

Grain Offerings

Leviticus 2

Flour based offerings, combined with oil and
frankincense, a spice, for incense.

Sometimes called “cereal” offerings

A handful of the offering would be burned on the altar,
the remaining amount would be given to the priests.

Grain Offerings

Leavening (yeast), was prohibited as was honey,
likely due to its use in pagan offerings.

Leaven had been prohibited at the Exodus
too.

Leaven took to long to work and the people
did not have time to wait.

Rabbi’s generally associated leavening with
evil.
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Grain Offerings

A key purpose of grain offerings was to
thank God for blessing their harvests.

Fellowship or Peace Offerings

Unique among the offerings:

The only feast where the worshipper could eat of the
sacrifice

The worshipper could invite others to join him.

A portion was given to the priests

This was a form of communion with God and always
occurred after the burnt offering for atonement.

Sin Offerings

These offerings were a special form of burnt
offerings and required animal death.

Atonement was the purpose.

These Sin offerings were for unintentional
sins.

The method of offering depended upon the
person(s) involved.

Guilt Offerings

A continuation of the sin offerings

The sacrifices were such that any person
could afford atonement.

Restitution was a requirement for many of
these offerings

The Priesthood

The tribe of Levi was chosen to be the
priestly tribe (Exodus 32)

Specifically, Aaron and his sons would serve
in the tabernacle to offer sacrifices.

The first burnt offerings were from Moses.

Priestly Sin

Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10)

Tasked with providing fire for the altar

Offered “strange fire…which he commanded
them not…”

Punished immediately and terribly.

Health Ordinances

It was necessary to provide laws for the
common good.

These laws would not be for the spiritual life
of the community but for their health.

God was concerned to protect the race to
ensure the coming of Jesus

Day of Atonement

Once per year, seventh month, tenth day.

The High Priest enters the most holy place
two times:

Once for himself (Leviticus 16:11-14)

Once for the people (Leviticus 16:15-19)

Two goats are chosen, one is offered, the
other is the “scapegoat.”


